
UPDATE FOR MAY 8, 2020 FOR THE NEW MARKET SDA CHURCH 
 
Hello to All - 
 

It seems like just a week ago that I was writing this newsletter!  I hope the intervening 
seven days have been happy and healthy ones for you.  Here are the updates for this 
weekend and beyond: 
 
1.  An Explanation of the Governor’s Order, Our Church, and May 15.  Many of you 
have been wondering how the Virginia governor’s plans for re-opening non-essential 
businesses on May 15 affects our church’s ability to meet publicly again.  The answer 
is…not much.  While it is true that churches are specifically mentioned as being among 
the “non-essential” organizations that may be allowed to re-open on the 15th, the 10-
people-or-less rule will remain in effect.  That means that essentially, we are still in the 
same locked-down situation as before.  Could we “open” our church sanctuary for public 
worship services after May 15?  Yes.  But since it generally takes 10 people simply to 
lead out in the basics of a worship service, the advantages of opening are essentially 
zero.  June 10 therefore remains the first possible date (at least as of this writing) that 
we may be allowed to have more than 10 people in one place.   
 
2.  What If There Is a Positive COVID-19 Case or Exposure at the Church?  To the 
best of our knowledge, we have not had either of these situations!  But we want to 
assure all our on-site worship service team (which of course varies somewhat from 
week to week, and that many of you have been a part of) that plans are in place to deal 
with this possibility.  In short, we will follow the guidelines published by the Virginia 
Department of Health (which closely parallels the guidelines published by the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention).  Some sample links to these guidelines are: 
 

• https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/vdh-interim-guidance-for-implementing-
safety-practices-for-critical-infrastructure-workers-non-healthcare-during-
widespread-community-transmission-in-virginia/ 

• https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/coronavirus/local-exposure/ 
 

If you are planning on being part of our worship service livestream onsite team, we 
recommend that you familiarize yourself with these guidelines should they have to be 
implemented. 
 
3.  SVAE and SVA Considering Graduation Event Options.  It’s no news to anyone 
that due to COVID-19, untold numbers of graduation plans for the classes of 2020 
around the world are being interrupted.  Our own schools, SVAE and SVA, are actively 
considering plans for having some type of in-person graduation. What will they look 
like?  Unknown at this time, but we will keep you posted as plans develop.  Please 
remember our graduating classes—it has been profoundly, deeply disappointing having 
their final years in their respective schools cut short. Let’s pray that at the very least, 
they will be able to have their classmates safely together, in the same place, for 
graduation! 

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/vdh-interim-guidance-for-implementing-safety-practices-for-critical-infrastructure-workers-non-healthcare-during-widespread-community-transmission-in-virginia/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/vdh-interim-guidance-for-implementing-safety-practices-for-critical-infrastructure-workers-non-healthcare-during-widespread-community-transmission-in-virginia/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/vdh-interim-guidance-for-implementing-safety-practices-for-critical-infrastructure-workers-non-healthcare-during-widespread-community-transmission-in-virginia/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/coronavirus/local-exposure/
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4.  Dining with the Doctors Announces Exciting New Changes! Good news:  Dining 
with the Doctors is expanding!  And that means two things:  
  

• First, we are changing our schedule from weekly presentations to once a 
month.  This will allow us more time to personally interact between meetings with 
the growing numbers of those we serve.  Our next event will thus take place 
on Sunday, May 24, at 7:00 pm.  

 

• Second, in keeping with our new schedule, we need your help!  To help Dining 
with the Doctors better reach our community, we are preparing a heart-healthy 
meal to be home-delivered to up to 40 people.  These will be people who may 
have health problems, and may thus be looking for ways to eat better and 
improve their health.  (To ensure the safety of this effort in the COVID-19 era, 
strict health/sanitization methods will be used in the preparation and delivery of 
these meals.)  

 

• Here’s the plan. The meals will be delivered at 6:00 pm on May 24, and each 
recipient will be encouraged to attend our 7:00 p.m. Zoom meeting about heart 
health. That meeting will include a brief cooking demonstration of the foods 
featured in the dinner, followed by a short presentation by Dr. John Anderson 
and Donna Harley. We will also have a testimonial from Patrick Dauer that you 
won't want to miss! 

 

• Can you help us find people to receive these meals?  Please extend this 
invitation to friends and neighbors (in New Market, Timberville, or Broadway only) 
that you think would benefit most from this type of lecture and the home-cooked 
healthy meal!  We have prepared a flyer for you (it’s attached to this email as a 
PDF) to use to invite people to receive the free meal. If you are unable to print 
the flyer at home, we will make hard copies available for pick up in the church 
office.  (Note:  While we strongly encourage all interested church members to 
attend the 7:00 pm Zoom meeting on May 24, we would like to reserve the "free 
meal" offer to just to our local community residents who are not church 
members.) 

  
Dining with the Doctors is an amazing outreach program! Thank you in advance for your 
help as we expand our ministry to help more people.  
 

5.  Secretary’s Office Reverting Back to Regular Hours.  Starting May 11, Maida’s 
on-site secretary hours are going back to what they were previously: Monday-
Thursdays, 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM.  As before, I respectfully ask that you not actually come 
into Maida’s office.  Her door will be open, and you’ll be able to talk with her from the 
hallway.  Thanks in advance for your help with this—and, we are grateful to Maida for 
her continued, faithful work for our congregation!   
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6.  Public Advertising of Our Online Worship Services Begins.  Facebook 
advertising starts today for tomorrow’s worship service. Please pray that new people will 
be attracted to watch the good news we’re sharing online each Sabbath! 
 
7.  Did You Miss Our Tuesday, May 5, Special Online Training Event Entitled, 
“How to Share Your Faith…When You Cannot Meet Face-To-Face!”?  If so, you 
missed a fun and very practical witnessing experience!  But good news:  You can find 
the video recording of the session at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Tv38TpyU88, 

and a copy of the materials from the session at https://www.newmarketadventist.org/wp-

content/uploads/10-Ways-to-Share-Your-Faith-When-You-Cant-Meet-Face-to-Face.pdf.  

 

Calendar of Upcoming Online Events: 

• Sabbath, May 9: 
o Sabbath School for All Ages (Adult classes in both English and Spanish 

are available.  Classes start at various times—see church website for 
details. 

o 10:40 AM – Worship Service Livestream (Pastor Shane, speaker) 

• Wednesday, May 13 
o 7:00 PM:  Study/Prayer Meeting with Pastor Shane on the book Steps to 

Christ, chapter 7 (if possible, please read the chapter prior to the meeting) 

 

→  (And remember:  To access any of these events online, follow the 
instructions in the green-and-purple box below!) 

 

And that’s all for this week. David’s words in Psalm 108:4-6 are fitting for this COVID-19 
era:  

“…Great is Your love, higher than the heavens; Your faithfulness reaches 
to the skies.  Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, and let Your glory be 
over all the earth.  Save us and help us with Your right hand, that those 
You love may be delivered.” 

May that day of deliverance be soon!  Have a safe, peaceful, and healthy week. 

Pastor Shane 
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→ Older, But Still Important, Announcements: 

 

• Wide Range of Sabbath School Options Now Available Every Sabbath!  
Note that we now have nearly complete Sabbath School options across the age 
spectrum with classes for Cradle Roll, Kindergarten, Primary/Juniors, Youth, and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Tv38TpyU88
https://www.newmarketadventist.org/wp-content/uploads/10-Ways-to-Share-Your-Faith-When-You-Cant-Meet-Face-to-Face.pdf
https://www.newmarketadventist.org/wp-content/uploads/10-Ways-to-Share-Your-Faith-When-You-Cant-Meet-Face-to-Face.pdf
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adults.  Many, many thanks to all our teachers for creating these special online 
Sabbath School experiences!  And remember: 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• Faithfulness in Tithes and Offerings.  Thank you for your faithful return of tithes 
and offerings to God during this no-in-person-meeting era that we’ve entered!  
Remember that there are three ways to give:  1) you can give online by going to:  

https://adventistgiving.org/#/org/ANBMHB/envelope/start 

 
and filling out the electronic tithe envelope; 2) by mailing your gifts to the church; 
and 3) by dropping them off in person at the church during office hours on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

 

• New Way to Receive Updates from the Church.  As you may recall, our new 
texting service is an attempt to keep you updated on important information in a 
timely way.  Please know that there is no “Reply All” option for this texting service, 
so you will not get stuck with a full inbox from dozens of people’s replies ☺.  If you 
would like to join us in this experiment and receive updates and important 
announcements via text from the church, please text “Church” to 540-340-5775.   

 

• Mask-Making Project for Shenandoah County Medical Workers Needs Your 
Help.  Can you help with this important project?  If so, go to the church website 
homepage at www.newmarketadventist.org and scroll down.  There, you will find a 
link that will take you to the instructional letter and video on how to make the masks.  
Once your masks are completed, please drop them in the tote at the front porch of 
the SVA Administration Building.  Thank you for your continued help with this 
important project! 

 

→ To learn how to join or view any of our online meetings, please go to: 

 

https://www.newmarketadventist.org/zoom-online-meeting-instructions-

invitations-and-more/ 

and scroll down. 

https://adventistgiving.org/#/org/ANBMHB/envelope/start
http://www.newmarketadventist.org/
https://www.newmarketadventist.org/zoom-online-meeting-instructions-invitations-and-more/
https://www.newmarketadventist.org/zoom-online-meeting-instructions-invitations-and-more/

