
  
 

 

 

 

Hello New Market Church Family, 

Welcome to the inaugural Church Life Newsletter. 

Last year started with great plans for community events.  A mass                                                                                                     
mailing offering Bible studies was scheduled, to be followed by                                                                                                            
personal Bible studies for those who requested them.  Plans for a new church in Woodstock were approved and just about 
to take off. A new and enlarged kitchen was under renovations, and we all looked forward to using the enlarged kitchen to 
enhance our different ministries, including Dining with the Doctor. 

THEN COVID HIT.  Suddenly everything we took for granted came to a halt.  Virtual doctor appointments and scary grocery 
store visits ventured into the unknown.  Churches closed their doors.  The church service we knew so well was GONE.  No 
longer could students and church families worship together in the same building.  Instead, we gathered around the 
television to worship via streaming video.  Vibrant Sabbath School classes were now via Zoom or watched on 3ABN, Hope 
Channel or other Adventist programs. 

Our pastors and worship leaders worked relentlessly to meet the needs of the local congregation AND the surrounding 
community.  Challenges we hadn’t even dreamed of a year ago were embraced and resolved.  We learned to return our 
tithes and offerings online and sing along with a virtual song leader.  When church reopened on a limited basis, some met 
inside while others worshipped in the meadow.  What joy filled the spirits of those able to worship as a group again!  But 
imagine the load on the pastoral staff.  They arranged preaching in different venues weekly – and often preached twice in 
one day.  We are so grateful for our pastors, elders and all those who helped make online, in-person and outdoor services a 
smashing success. 

But everyone cannot return to their pew in church.  We miss seeing our old friends and making new ones.  Our college 
students miss their church family on home leaves.  We have worshipped with new visitors and welcomed new members.    
And we all miss the familiar New Market hospitality (from the friendly greeters to the delicious potluck fellowship).  I hope 
this newsletter will bridge that gap until we can all safely meet together to worship and fellowship in person again. 

Our church has always had a variety of ministry teams.  But now, in these extraordinary times, we must join forces to create 
a sense of unity.  Today, the Church Life team has sent out a quarterly newsletter that will unite all church members and 
visitors through information and ministry opportunities.  We’ll celebrate our new members; remember those we’ve lost and 
connect with each other in any way we can.  We will keep you informed of upcoming events and available ministry 
opportunities, where you are invited to fully participate.  Our goal is to come together despite the circumstances we 
continue to face every day. 

To accomplish this, we invite you to share your news! Send in your news and ideas to NMSDAChurchLife@gmail.com.                                                                                                                               

Let us know how we can meet your needs or how you can meet the needs of others.  Let’s get to know each other 

better even if we can’t all worship together – yet. 
 

Our theme for 2021 is Connecting in Extraordinary Times. The Church Life team (see the directory below) is working on  

new ideas to connect        

and broaden our influence                                                                                                                                                                                     
within the church and through  
the various church ministries,  
now and until the Lord returns. 
 

Maranatha, 

 

Dr. Hillary Whonder-Genus,  

Church Life Director 
 

New Market Seventh-day  
Adventist Church 
62 W. Lee Hwy 
New Market, VA 22844 
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Church Life Team Directory 

Name Ministry  Phone Email 

Hillary Whonder-Genus Church Life Director 540-209-3822 hillarygwg@gmail.com  

Rita Miller Senior Life Ministry 540-333-6018 rita.miller@sva-va.org  

Charlotte Ishkanian Senior Life Ministry 540-435-8396 momish3@gmail.com 

Lilian Feitosa Women’s Ministry 413-687-4953 lilian.feitosa@gmail.com  

Traci Brossfield Women’s Ministry 804-334-8293 brossfield1@hotmail.com  

Carola Copenhaver Showers Coordinator 540-740-3338 ckcopen4566@gmail.com  

Jan Osborne Social Events 540-335-3399 janosborne74@gmail.com  

Mark Mashburn Men’s Ministry 410-960-5779 mashburn81@mac.com  

Gordon Miller Men’s Ministry 540-333-6017 grmiller76@yahoo.com  

Donna & Mark 
Mashburn 

Marriage and Family 
Life Ministry 

410-844-1602  
(Donna) 

dmashburn424@gmail.com  

Maida Copp Memoriam Ministry 540-459-3812 maida.del89647@gmail.com  

Mary Farrow Potluck Fellowship  540-740-3210 mfarrow@shentel.net  

Vacant* Young Adult Ministry      *Pr. Buz leads young adult Bible Study. 
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                 Senior Family Ministries 

Be a Bright Spot!  Senior Family Ministries     
is where church members adopt a senior    
member or two who may still be living at  

                                home, or maybe they are in a facility.   
We are looking for additional volunteers to be a bright spot in a 
senior’s life on a regular basis, say once a week or so -- someone to 
stop by and visit, or give them a special hug, take them some food, 
write a card of encouragement, or bring flowers to them.  It doesn’t 
have to be much, but the regular contact is important.  Or, if you 
would like to JUST write cards, we would love to have you help out.  
 

Over the last several years, many of you have signed up to help 
with the Senior Family Ministry outreach, and we want to thank 
you.   I know that I have been tremendously blessed in bringing 
sunshine and encouragement to members of our church who are 
seniors, and they love it.   
 

Contact Rita Miller if you are interested in adopting a senior or just 
writing cards of encouragement.  rita.miller@svasda.org or 540-
333-6018 and leave a message. 
 

Thank you so much for making a difference in someone’s life.  If 
you have any questions, you can ask Mary Farrow, Charlotte 
Ishkanian, or Rita Miller. 

NEXT WEEK! Women’s Ministries Sabbath, March 13, 2021 at 11:30 a.m. 
Come learn how women of all ages in our church family minister to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pickett Family Update 

We're the Pickett family: Dale, 

Amanda (both SVA class of 2006)   

2 y.o. Avery and 6 m.o. Adley.   

Our roots are here (with 
grandparents Lanning) so we came 
home from TN in 2019.  Dale is a 
licensed professional counselor 
(LPC) and owns a local counseling 
practice.  Amanda works as a high 
school Spanish teacher.  This Fall, 
she is looking forward to staying 
at home with her little ones.   
 

We're sure glad to be home.  
 

 

Sleeping in the Lord 
 

Gladys Clutteur, March 1, 2020. 
Minota Porter, March 20, 2020. 
Marvel Burr, June 17, 2020. 
Doris Swanson, December 14, 2020. 
Sam Wiant, December 18, 2020. 
Harlen Miller, December 18, 2020. 
Shirley Little, January 17, 2021. 
Elmer Malcom, January 17, 2021. 
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